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                  he exhibition, Stirring the Fire: a global movement to empower women and girls, is 
a call to action and a celebration of the women and girls -- mostly in developing countries -- who 
have broken through barriers of tradition and oppression to become catalysts for change in their 
communities.  Their stories shed light on specific gender issues worldwide while revealing practical 
pathways for women and girls to achieve gender equality.

The Call to Action:

Stirring the Fire is designed to inspire action and be a resource for those wanting to get involved 
with a specific women’s issue by contributing in a way they feel excited and most comfortable.

The specific women’s issues covered by the exhibition are: 

For each of the issues anyone inspired can choose an avenue of support: 

A resource guide for high school and college students listing volunteer
                             and study abroad opportunities that target women and girl’s issues.

THE EXHIBITION

T



the foundation for development abroad as well as our security here at home.  In much of the world 
women care for their families, grow the food, collect firewood and water and yet they usually face 
social and economic discrimination that prevents them from attending school, working for wages, 

women results in greater and faster progress in reducing poverty.

Consider these statistics from the United Nations: 

-
tions that are addressing those issues. 

“I had the good fortune of meeting the women whose inspirational stories are presented in the ex-
hibition.  I witnessed what’s possible when a woman no longer struggles each day to survive in the 

their families to buying land and building rental houses within five years of being taught how to 

and ideas, they create a rising tide that lifts all boats.  In this exhibition you will meet some of these 

on the leading edge of a slow but steady global transformation bringing more social and economic 
equality for women and girls worldwide.
 

Stirring the Fire leave not only feeling inspired to 
get involved, but supported to take on what is being called the moral challenge of this century.”      

Through the stunning photography and straightforward commentary of Phil Borges, 
readers come to know how women such as Fahima in Afghanistan, Abay in Ethiopia, and 

Violeta in Ecuador are improving and enriching their own lives, and those of the people around them.

MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT

A deeply inspirational work. Phil Borges has brought us face to face
with heroes—remote and mostly unknown women—on the edge of a slow but

steady transformation, bringing social and economic justice to women and girls worldwide.

ISABELLE ALLENDE



PHIL BORGES          
For over twenty years Phil Borges has documented indigenous and tribal cultures around the world. Through 
his work, he strives to create a heightened understanding of the issues faced by people in the developing 
world and inspire support for individuals and organizations that address these social and environmental 
challenges.

Through his exhibitions, books and multimedia projects, Phil attempts to create a relationship between 
the audience and his photographic subjects. “I want the viewer to see these people as individuals, to know 
their names and a bit of their history, not just to view them as an anonymous part of some remote ethnic 
or tribal group.”

His book Tibetan Portrait: The Power of Compassion, introduces individuals from a deeply spiritual 
culture who have been marginalized and displaced by the occupation of their homeland. In 1998 he joined 
Amnesty International to present Enduring Spirit, an exhibition and book celebrating the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. His exhibition and book The Gift highlights the work 
of medical teams that provide facial reconstructive surgery to children in the developing world.

In 2004 Phil began an ongoing project to highlight the oppression and discrimination women and girls still 
face in the developing world.  Phil worked with the organization CARE to release the book and exhibition 
titled Women Empowered in 2006.  Phil’s most recent exhibition addressing gender issues is titled Stirring 
the Fire: a global movement to empower women and girls.  The exhibition and associated website has an 
extensive call to action especially designed to inspire young people to get involved with the programs that 
focus on the issues faced by women and girls in the developing world.  

Phil’s photographs are collected and exhibited in museums and galleries worldwide and his award-winning 
books have been published in four languages. In 2003 Phil was honored with the Lucie Humanitarian 
Award at the 1st Annual International Photography Awards. In 2007 he was named by American Photo 
magazine as one of “10 photographers that inspire us.”

Phil graduated from University of California as a Regents Scholar in 1969 and was honored with their pres-
tigious University of California Medal in 2004.   He lives with his family in Seattle.

For more information about Phil’s work please visit his website at www.philborges.com.
For more information about Phil’s current project please visit www.stirringthefire.org.

BARBARA COX 
photokunst

Barbara Cox, with her company photokunst, has been involved with photography as a consultant to 
cause-oriented photographers, photojournalists and major photo archives including the New York Times. 
She acts as a book and licensing agent and works with publishers, museums, galleries and the media. 
photokunst is traveling the multimedia photography exhibition “Stirring the Fire” to educational 
institutions globally.

For more information visit www.photokunst.com.



EXHIBIT ION AVAILABLE THROUGH 2015

Linear Feet - 150’
35 fine art portraits framed in shadow box format with captions

1 statement about the Call to Action - mounted on gatorboard 24” x 24”
1 title piece with artist statement - mounted on gatorboard  24” x 84”
(In two pieces.  Display is illustrated on exhibition thumbnail page.)

25 squares - frame size   42” x 43”
10 diptychs - frame size  60” x 30”

Lecture/Multimedia Presentation - by Phil Borges - Fee $1500
A 15 minute film (louped) accompanying the exhibition illustrating gender issues and 

the work being done to restore social and economic justice to women and girls.

dETAILs

EdUcATIONAL MATERIAL

$ 10,000.

LEAsE FEE

Exhibition Catalogue - Contains portraits and outlines key components of the exhibition - $5 retail
Accompanying Book - Women Empowered: Inspiring Change in the Emerging World - $30 retail

Postcards and Posters - Exhibition images are available for paper product licensing 
    

ANcILLARy PROdUcTs
(A percentage to benefit the host institution)



4 Crates Total
 1 at 70” x 38” x  48”high
 1 at 62” x 49” x 48” high
1 at 49” x 26” x  48”high
1 at 58” x 29” x  5”high

   Estimated Weight - 1745 pounds
Shipping cost to be determined

Venue responsible for “wall to wall” Insurance
Insurance Value - $30,150

Moderate Security, Environmental and Fire Systems Required

University of San Diego, Joan B. Kroc Institute of Peace and Justice (2010)

PREVIOUs VENUEs

sEcURITy

INsURANcE

sHIPPING

cREdIT LINE

photokunst
1-360-378-1028

info@photokunst.com
www.photokunst.com

dIsTRIBUTION

Images and Multi-Media Documentary Film © Phil Borges
Stirring the Fire, the exhibition, is organized and circulated by photokunst: www.photokunst.com



Abay was born into a culture in which almost all girls are circumcised before the age of 12.

When it came time for her circumcision ceremony, Abay said, “No.”  When her mother’s demands became unbearable,

Abay ran away to live with a godfather.  Eight years later, Abay returned to her village as an outreach worker.

After five years, she finally convinced one of the women to let her film a circumcision ceremony.  She then showed the film to the 

male leaders.  They had never seen a female circumcision and were horrified.  Two weeks later, the male leaders called a 

special meeting and voted 15 to 2 to end female circumcision in their village.



At age 13, Akhi was sold into a brothel by her aunt.

She became deeply depressed and even attempted suicide.  Akhi ultimately decided she would use her life to 

improve the lot of her fellow sex workers.  Although prostitution is legal in Bangladesh, sex workers 

have lacked the basic rights to open bank accounts, go to health clinics, or enroll their children in school.  

Due to the strong social stigma against sex workers, most remain in brothels through the end of their lives.  

Akhi gained support from religious, political, and social groups to create an organization to finally give sex workers their rights. 

Thanks to her efforts, condom use in the brothel has increased from near zero to eighty-six percent, 

and the number of 12- to 13-year-olds recruited into the brothels has decreased.



I first noticed Rufo as she was walking to school with her sister.  

Like most Boran girls she spends her days collecting water and firewood and helping her mother cook.  

Her labor plays a vital role in her family’s survival.  Recently a school was opened in her territory.   

Since Rufo’s mother could only spare the labor of one of her seven children she chose Rufo’s sister, Loco, to get an education.     

As the sisters approached the school room, Rufo dropped back as she watched Loco go in.  She paused, slowly turned 

and walked home to begin her daily chores.
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